6 


THE 


■ 








jrr 



Th« Budij Sekool Stnriet. 


■V DAVID » ALLEY 


Sept. 2M 1884. 
Revl«*-The Life of Darid. 
Gulden Tkxt : "Thf stent of ■ good roan arfojderad 
by tbe Lont; sat lie WPl taliin wny.' — tfc»lw»:n ; a. 
[0|*n (At HibU and rtad Ihi Ittamu.} 
INTIlOl»fCTIUN. 

The lessons for the quarter just closed pre- 
sent to us a history of about forty years of 
the reign of David. 

The opening Imm shows how he became 
king over all Israel, and in the other lessons 
■we have presented a disconnect* d history of 
the reign ; then toward the clow.- of the quar- 
ter we nave a glim[>se into the religious life of 
the jisalmist king. 

I know of no better way to treat this les- 
ion than to make a short review of David's 
reign and to present, if possible, some link* 
in the historical chain which may have been 
overlookeS in the lesson proi>er. 


uhoit. 
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Lesson 1. The tribes of Israel came 
David at Hebron, and asked him to reign 
over them also, its well as over the tribe of 
Jndah. The first act of the new king of Is 
iiiel was to storm the mount ti in fastnesses of 
Jerusalem which was still held by the Jebn- 
aites, the original inhabitants of the laud. 
The thought that the fortress was impregna- 
ble, but on account of the impetuosity of 
Joab, who Haw an opportunity to retrieve 
himself from the disgrace that attached to 
him on account of his killing Abner. This 
Joab was David's nephew, and though he was 
a faithful servant he sometimes overstepped 
his authority ; besides killing Abner, Saul's 
General-in-Chief, after he had made friends 
with David he also killed David's sou Absa- 
lom, and his cousin Amasa, in whom he saw 
n rival, 

Lesmm 2. As soon as David became fully 
established at Jerusalem, having removed the 
neat of government from Hebron to that 
place, he made an attempt to bring the Ark of 
the Covenant up from Kirjath-Jearim. where 
it had been resting in obscurity since the 
Phi listi ncs had sent it back from their coun 
try after it had been captured by them when 
Eli's sons were slain. This town was eight 
•or nine miles from Jerusalem on the road to 
Jopjia. Being unaccustomed to moving the 
ark, they placed it on a cart, when consecrat- 
ed persona should have borne it on poles pro- 
vided for that purptiSB, so when they came to 
A stony place the ark was about to fall and 
Uwaih, who had charge of it, put forth his 
hand and held it, this was unlawful and the 
man lei) dead. David saw that God was dis- 
pleased and so decided to go no Jurther with 
it, but turned in to the threshing-floor of 
Obed-edom. Alter three months, when it 
■was seen that no trouble came to the family 
on account of the presence of the ark. David 
went out and brought it into the city in the 
midst of great rejoicing. 

Le&mi 3. I >avid with the assistance of 
Hiram, King of Tyre, had built a magnificent 
palace for himself, "and now be felt that it was 
not proper that Gcsi should dwell in & tent 
while he had such a fine house for himself ; so 
he decided to build a temple, but (rod would 
not permit him to do so, telling him that his 
son should do that work. How many of God's 
people now are willing to do as much for their 
God as they do for theniselvcf ? 

Lesson 4. David's magnanimity is shown 
In many instances in his treatment oi the de- 
scendants of Saul, but in no case more than in 
his looking up Jonathan's crippled son and 
"faking him into his own family. This young 
man fell from his nurse 'sarins when she heard 
of the death of Saul and Jonathan, he being 
at that time a mere child. We may believe 
that Mephibosheth was grateful ; true, he was 
accused to David at one time, but David for- 
gave him on hearing his explanation. 

Lesmn 5, In this lesson we have the result 
of David's gnat sin. As remarked in the 
notes to one of the lessons "penitence and not 
perfection" seems to be G<sTs standard for 
judging men, for it is hard to conceive of a 
sin more heinous than that which David com- 
mitted. But there are unmistakable signs of 
true penitence in this language. 

Lesson ti. Absalom was one of the older 
sons of David. He was very ambitious and 
not overburdened with principle. His ambi- 
tious and intriguing disposition was from his 
mother, a Syrian princess, daughter of Tal- 
mai, king of Persia. 

Lesson, 7. It is probable that David gave 
hut little attention to tbe training of his chil- 
. drea, at any rate we And that he was more 
concerned about the safety of his rebellious 
son than for the stability of bis kindgom. 
Probably Joab felt something of his when he 
had decided to put Absalom to death. It is 
well to love our children, but we must not be 
blind to their faults, otherwise those who 


would be a solace for our old age, may bring 
our gray hairs in sorrow to the grave: 

Jjesson 8. It seems that David must have 
grown ambitious and begun to glory in his 
own strength, for when he had taken a censuB 
of the people, the Lord showed his power and 
David quailed beneath it and called for merey 
for his people. His 017 was heard and the 
plague was stayed. 

L"smit U. With this lesson begins the ex- 
position of David's religious character. Every 
man should he able to see God through his 
works alone, but in addition to this Christiana 
have the revealed word and there is no excuse 
for those who refuse to acknowledge the won- 
derful |x»wer and goodness of God. 

Lesson 10. If we acknowledge God's pow- 
er as displayed in His works and witnessed in 
His word we will have confidence in Him and 
be ready to acknowledge him as our helper, 
and pray to him for help and guidance. 

Lesson 11. The Christian must learn to 
trust in the Loid and wait patiently for his 
answer. Spoiled children tease and worry 
their parents fearful that their wants will.be 
overlooked, but the good child makes known 
his wants, and then patiently waits till they 
are satisfied. 

Lesson 12. When we praise the Lord, 
words are of 110 account unless they come 
from the heart, and if it were rot that God is 
slow to anger and plenteous in merey no man 
could stand in his judgment. 


From Louisville. Ohio. 

Deau Evangelist ! 1 have been greatly 
afflicted this summer and have not been 3ble 
to attend church much, yet by your weekly 
visits 1 had many a good sermon preached, and 
many comforting words s]X)ken, which great- 
ly cheered and encouraged me in my christian 
duty ; but my health is improving and I was 
able to attend prayer meeting last Wednes- 
day night at brother John Keim's, in Louis- 
ville. I enjoyed the meeting very much and 
am thankful that I was able to meet again 
with my brethren and sisters. We felt the 
presence of Jesus among us, and it was, in- 
deed, good for us to be there. 

The building of our new church is steadily 
progressing. The belfry has been erected, 
and as I looked at the spire pointing heaven- 
ward, my heart was lifted up in gratitude to 
God, and my mind was centered on that hap- 
py home he has prepared for his children: It 
will not be long until wc can hear the chime 
of the church bell calling us to meet at the 
sanctuary of the Lord, and this thought calls 
my mind" a way from the cares of the earth and 
draws out my soul in remembrance of the 
eternal Sabbath we expect to enjoy around 
(.rod's shining throne. 

I am rejoiced to hear of the revivals report- 
ed through the Evax<;kmst. I feel that God 
is moving us on to victory. 

I am glad brother Mallott enjoyed his visit 
here. I hoi>e to visit his church this fall or 
winter. 

Brother Beacbley, please do not sjieak dis- 
respect fully of the Dunkaid coat and bonnet. 
They are till right as long as we don't make 
them a test of membership. There are old 
brethren and sisters among us that wear them 
and they feel hurt when we speak in that way. 
We should use every effort to ex|>ose error, 
and when we. are misrepresented we should 
stand nobly mi our defense. I love to see my 
brethren and sisters in their plain dress. If 
our opponents do maltreat us, the better way 
is to bear it and determine to raise ourban- 
higher and go on in the work of the Lord! 
brethren and sisters 
the cause of Christ, I 


From California, 

On the 6th inst. the California church met 
in council at the home of Elder J. P. Wolfe, 
and transacted some important business. 
There was a commendable Christian spirit 
manifested in all that was said and done. It is 
indeed pleasant to meet with brethren and 
sisters who are thus united in heart and mind. 

In the opening service, by request of Elder 
Geo. Wolfe, the 5th and 6ih chapters of G»l- 
atians were lead for a scriptural lesson, after 
which ne made some appropriate remarks and 
led in prayer, in which he earnestly petitioned 
Almighty Father in the name of his Son our 
Suvior, to wean ns more and more from the 
traditions of men and to unite us fully on the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

After the opening services, the first busi- 
ness in order was the reading of certificates 
of membership. Two were presented, read, 
accepted, There was also an application for 
membership, by a young sister, from the vic- 
inity of Ashland, Ohio, who had beeu a vic- 
tim of the traditions of men. She was wel- 
comed and cheerfully and heartily received 
until the facts could be certified by those who 
know them. We have room here for many 
more who have been thus foully handled, and 
we do not fear that the California church will 
suffer by affording them an asylum. I would 
rather, a hundred fold, live in a church com- 
poscd of brethren who have been disowned 
for disregarding the arbit rary decisions of the 
annual meeting, and sisters who have been 
rudely pushed aside for wearing a hat or not 
wearing a cap, than in a church of ambitions 
elders and traditionized members. I would 
have purer society and more hopes of accom- 
plishing good. 

It was decided not to hold a camp-meeting 
here this fall ; but to have a protracted meet- 
ing in the Union church at Lathrop, com- 
mencing Oct. 1st. Sometime during the 
meeting we will have our communion. All 
the scattered members throughout the state, 
who usually attend camp-meeting, are invited 
to attend the protracted meeting and com- 
munion at Lathrop It was arranged to pay 
a visit to the members — es|ieciaHy the isolat- 
ed ones — before our cumm union. 

Our next quarterly meeting will be Dec. 
8th, at the Rustic school house. We believe 
it is good to have these meetings as family 
re u i lions and to attend to necessary business. 

In the evening I preached at Ripon, and 
also on Sunday, at 11 o'clock, a, in.; at three 
o'clock, p. m., at the East Union school house 
and at Lathrop in the evening. There was a 
fair attendance and good interest. 1 am feel- 
ing much encouraged with the general out- 
look here. 

On the oth in*t. there was a shower on the 
West side, and last night there was one here. 
This is pronounced "a strange season" in this 
valley. 

J. W. Bker. 

Lathrop, CaL, Sept. 8, 1884. 


That "Gospel Preacher," 

In No. 33, 1 see an article clipped from the 
Cfotpel Messenger concerning a man who had 
been baptized and afterwards vowed wild 
oats in the far West, bat is now a gospel 
preacher, and wanted to convert the annual 
meeting folks at Dayton last Spring. We 
have a preacher out here who was expelled 
for sowing wild oat", and now hold his mem- 
bership with the German Baptists. When 
they received him back into the church again 
the Elder earnestly admonished him of the 
dangers, not of sowing wild oats — but of leav- 
ing tbe church and "joining the progressives," 
which he seemed to fear might take p!ace,now 
since he was reclaimed from sowing wild oats. 
He did this in very strong language, and so 
on becoming that it would not do to publish. 
This man was at annual meeting, and likely 
was the Gospel Preacher alluded to. But he 
is not member of the Brethren Church. 

Why he should be called a "Gospel Preach- 


er" is more than we can explain. 

H. E Faidlbv. 
Burr Oak; Kansas. 

From Meyersdale, Penn'a, 

Dear Evan'hkmst ; Brother Holsinger was 
with us on 11th and 12th oi September; 
preached two sermons for us, we were very 
sorry that we could not keep him longer with 
us. His sci-vices are very much appreciated, 
not only his sermons, but the good counsel 
he gives. Wo hope brother Henry will heark- 
en to the voice or the people, and visit us again 
in the near future. 

Our work at Meyersdale is still going on. 
Two more were received by baptism hvst 
week. We have every reason to be encour- 
aged. Sunday school is in a flourishing con- 
dition, and all our services well attended. Our 
Sunday morning and evening meetings are 
growing larger, and we feel that a great work 
is to Ijc accomplished here*. More anon. 

A. D. Gxagy. 


Mrs. Sarah 
M. D. Watson 
her home on Paint 


In Mcmorium. 

M. Watson, wife of brother 

died September 6th, 1884, at 

Creek, Bourbon county, 


uer 

With love to all my 
and earnest prayers for 
remain vour sister 


CoitxKUA Summit. 
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A Godly Life. 
There is no Christian force so potent as a 
godly lite Tnere may be an answer to rhe- 
ology, but there is no answer to godliness. 
"Men may wrangle in high words about forms 
phrases, and ceremonies, and they can never 
gainsay tbe patience that displaces murmur- 
ing by prayer, the sacrifice that amounts to 
self- obliteration, the love that covets for no 
reward, and the magnanimity that is most 
magnanimous where there is most to be for- 
given, * * * Men who meet you 
with what they deem unanswerable objections 
to your theology, and who may never be in- 
duced to read your defenses of your views, 
cannot avoid seeing and feeling the power of 
the silent eloquence of s holy life. They oave 
often a high estimate of truthfulness, honesty, 
generosity, and patience, and will deem 
that the best kind of religion which yields 
these fruits. All talk and theorizing about 
tbe blessing of holiness as an experience is 
unavailing, unless it be linked with holiness 
of life. The great want of to-day is not bet* 
ter creeds orchurob-polioiea, but a better type 
of Christian character in those who name tbe 
name of Christ— Religious Intelligencer. 


Kansas; aged 51 years, 7 months, and 13 
days, 

Sister Watson made a profession of religion 
in her 16th year, and united herself to the 
Missionary Baptist communion. She was 
married soon after to M. D. Watson, with 
whom she has lived as a faithful wifeand moth- 
er until her death. 

Some eight or nine years ago, she with her 
husband became coneen ed about the ordinal i 
ccs ot the church, and alter much inquiry and 
research decided to unite in church fellowship 
with the German Baptist or Duukard church. 
After the passage of the mandatory act of 
1882. They espoused the progressive cause, 
and in Septemher 1883, separated themselves 
from the German Bpptist church. 

At an earnest faithful Christian and exem- 
plary wife, mother and neighbor, all who 
knew her can abundantly testily. She leaves 
a large family to mourn their loss. 

Her Bufferings were intense and extended 
over a period of nearly three and a half years, 
but she bore them with Christian resignation. 
Evidencing the power of the gospel of Christ 
to save until life's close. But a few hours 
before her death looking out at the window at 
tbe setting sun, she began in her great weak- 
ness to sing. 

"One more day't work tor Jesu a. 
One )«■ of lift for nip." 

Thus dies God's saints. May we all try 
to imitate her example. The funeral occasion 
was improved by the writer assisted by broth- 
er Partner of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
from Romans 8 : 18, 21. 

A, J. Hixsox. 


Decision of Character, 

The history of religion furnishes us the 
most noted instances of decision and stability 
ot character of which we have any record in- 
the annals ot the world. Such traits in hu- 
man character are born of a heroic moral 
courage. Look at Moses who delivered the 
children of Israel from bondage in Egypt, 
Joshua the statesman of spotless character, 
ai.'ci the successful leaders of God's people, 
David the king, Elijah and Daniel, prophets, 
Paul the apostle, all of whom under the most 
trying circumstances stood true to their prin- 
ciples and their God against great opposition 
and cruelty. And among the names of these 
worthies we may well enroll the name of Wy- 
clifte who gave to England the Bible in the 
mother tongue, Martin Luther who gave to 
the world an open Bible and broke the shack- 
les of free thought, John Banyan the hero of 
Bedfoid Jail, John Knox who delivered Scot- 
land from the power of her political and 
ecclesiastical enemies, John Wesley the en- 
thusiastic and courageous reformer, Columbus 
the discoverer of America, and hosts of others 
living and dead, whose names cannot so much 
as be mentioned here. Another example of 
supreme devotion to principle is found in 
English history in the case of Hugh Latimer 
and Nicholas Ridley. They are both brought 
to the stake together. The faggots are kind- 
led at Ridley's leet. As Latimer saw the dry 
wood kindling he turned to his companion and 
cried out to him in that brave, cheerful voice, 
which had never uttered a mean or wicked 
saying, those memorable words which have 
rung like a watchword through all succeeding 


ages, "Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, 
and play the man, we shall this day light such 
a candle, by God's grace, in England, as I 
trust shall never be put out." Thus has God 
in all ages put immense honor on those heroic 
souls who have stood for the defense of 
the right and for the overthrow of wrong. As 
it has been in the past so it will be in the fu- 
ture. The brave shall win. "Dare to do 
right, dare to be true." 


The sm— st abuse of our enemies will not 
hurt as so much in the estimation of the dis- 
cerning aa the injudicious praise of our friends. 


A Paying Harvest. 

Here is a sermon in a nutshell. It is the 
testimony of a faithful wife and mother, and 
speaks volumes to thousands: *'I devoted 
myself to the charge of my nursery ; 
I attended in person to the physical and men- 
tal needs of my young children. Tbe work 
laborious, but it has repaid . me. They are 
healthy, brave, honest, and frank ; they are 
cursed with none of the small vices contract' 
ed by intercourse with people ot inferior 
inteilhgence, and they are self-sustaining at 
an early period. Neither pert nor precocious, 
they ripen early to judgement and common 
sense, and I believe that the careful tillage of 
ray own little field has produced a harvest 
worth the labor." Csrelul training will tell 
on ages, tell for God. — Conference Worker. 
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